
Dates to 
Remember 

 
23rd October  

¶ Step into Prep 
last session  

 
23rd October  

¶ Book Club DUE 
back  

 
24th October  

¶ Parent Social 
night ñThe 
Borderersò 

         8pm Start  
TICKETS TILL 
8.30PM AT DOOR 
 
3rd November  

¶ Public Holiday 
Cup Day  

From The Principal  

22nd October, 2009 

### IMPORTANT ñPLEASE READ ###  

Dear Parents,  We will be sending our 1st SMS 

Test run this Friday 23rd October at 11.15am.  If 

you do not receive this SMS which will say 

òTecoma Test Runó please contact the School 

office. You will not be able to reply to this 

School SMS, it is a read only message.  

2010 GRADE PLACEMENT REQUESTS:  

As stated in last weeks newsletter, we are in the very early stages 

of starting to consider grade structures across the school for 

2010. Parents are invited to write to me about the concerns they 

have for their childôs educational needs for 2010.  

Please note, requests for particular teachers will not be consid-

ered as the best interests of the total school population and the 

effective management of the school must be taken into account. 

Letters will be considered up until Friday  6th November. Due to 

the timelines involved, letters received after this date will not be 

accepted unless in exceptional circumstances. 

Our aim is to inform children of their class placement and teacher 

prior to the end of the school year. In some circumstances this 

can change over the break due to student movement (a couple of 

children in or out can drastically impact on the structures) and in 

this event every effort would be made by the schoolôs leadership 

team to notify parents concerned of the change. 

As you can understand, grade placement is a very complex task 

and one that requires patience and a great deal of thought and 

manipulation. Please assist us to make this process as smooth as 

possible by taking note of the requests as outlined. 
 

 TECOMA TIMES  

NEWSLETTER  



SCHOOL PRODUCTION  

Well, what a week that was. Our whole school on show! Thank you to eve-

ryone for your feedback. Without exception, every person I have spoken to 

both on the nights and since then were positive about the evenings. More 

importantly you could see from the smiles on the childrenõs faces on the 

nighté.they enjoyed it. It is so important that the children were enjoying 

themselveséI have seen a number of school productions (not here) where 

the performance is robotic and the children were stressed. We were just so 

proud of our children with the way they performed on both nights.   

A production of the magnitude that we have put on does not happen with-

out a collective effort of many people. Firstly thank you to the children who 

displayed obvious enjoyment at performing in front of their loved ones. It is 

very special for both the parents and the children to be seen performing 

and really builds the childrenõs confidence and self esteem. I would also 

like to thank the parents who attended, who helped out, whether it be cos-

tumes, helping to get the children dressed or even helping out the back on 

both nights. We greatly value the support.  

Finally thank you to our wonderful staff for bringing the whole 2 evenings 

together. There has been the production committee who met every Monday 

morning for the whole of term 3 and into term 4. There has been staff who 

volunteered to help with training the cast in their roles. There have been 

staff who did extra yard duties to cover those staff. Each class teacher has 

been responsible for their childrenõs choreography which shows what a 

creative staff we have. I thank each and every one of then for the role they 

played.  

Both nights sold out which was terrific. I would like to thank the office 

staff who handled ticketing without a hitch in what is a very difficult job.  

Finally 2 people I must single out for a special mention are Miss Breeann 

Grigor and Miss Paula Kellen who took voluntarily took on the role of coor-

dinating the production. I know they spent a considerable amount of their 

own time, especially over the holiday breaks working on the script and all 

the background that went into putting it all together. They did a terrific 

job.  

Now that production is over, we can now look forward to 2 years time when 

we stage our next one. Until then, we are back to normality!  

Donõt forget, you can order photos of the children in their costumes and 

copies of the DVD for either one or both nights from the office.  

 

.  



òTHE BORDERERSó PARENT SOCIAL NIGHT: 

Tickets are selling fast for our Parent Social Evening. The most common 

question I have been asked is òWhat type of music is it?ó I even heard last 

week that they are an opera! No they are very much Celtic/Irish. A very 

energetic òProclaimers.ó 

If you looking for a great night out to unwind, this is the night for you. 

Doors open at 8 pm and we will sell tickets at the door until 8.30pm. They 

come òon stageó at 8.45pm. We are setting up tables so if you want to bring 

a group along, you can all sit together but I am sure everyone will be mix-

ing. I know some are bringing nibblies to share and it is BYO drinks. Tea 

and coffee is provided for those would like a cuppa.  

We have been put on their website and we have fielded a number of calls 

from Borderers fans outside our school community which is fantastic.  

We would love to see you there!  

 

THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY:  

We: 

-handed out student of the week awards that were left over  

-congratulated everyone on the production. 

-reminded everyone of the parent social night  

 

 

Have a great weekend. 

 

Rohan Thompson 

Principal  



FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL  

THE ENGLISH ONLINE INTERVIEW 

Over the next couple of weeks all students in Years Prep, One and Two will be working with their 
classroom teacher to complete the English Online Interview.  

The English Online Interview is a mandated assessment to be used for all Prep ï 2 students in 
Victorian Government Schools.  It replaces the Assessment of Reading P-2 Program, which teachers 
have had to complete in the past.   

The English Online Interview takes the form of an interview between the teacher and the child, with 
responses being recorded by the teacher in an online system.  It assesses each student against all 
dimensions of the English VELS (reading, writing, and speaking and listening) and provides the 
teacher with comprehensive information about student achievement. 

Together with all the other information your childôs teachers has collected throughout the year,  the 
information gained by conducting these interview will be used by the teacher when compiling each 
childôs end of year report. 

This information will also be used by the school and by the Department to assess how our school is 
performing, in the area of Literacy, in relation to other schools in the state.  In future years this data will 
also provide us with information as to how our students are developing over a number of years. 

As a large component of the English Online Interview needs to be done on a one ï to ï one basis, you 
may see some other teacherôs in your childôs classroom over the next few week.  We are attempting to 
keep this disruption to a minimum, but as you understand it is more beneficial for your child sô teacher 
to work with your child through this activity.  

SCHOOL UNIFORM 

I have had to make a number of phone calls this week to parents about their children not wearing their 
school uniform.   We want all students to take pride in being a member of the Tecoma school 
community and the wearing of our school uniform provides a sense of identity and recognition when 
outside the school grounds, avoids social inequalities based on fashion and competitiveness and 
provides equal opportunity and safety in sporting and social situations.   For the rest of this year there 
will be a major ócrackdownô on students out of uniform, so can you please ensure your child is wearing 
their complete school uniform to school every day.  Also donôt forget hats MUST be worn every day 
during this term and for all outside activities, such as Phys Ed, sport, school excursions, etc.  

Please ensure your child is wearing their Tecoma School Uniform every day!  

Thank you 

Di Double 

Quote of the week...  

óAll successful people, men and women, are big dreamers.  They imagine what their future could be, ideal in every 
respect, and then they work every day toward their distant vision, that goal that goal or purpose. ô 

                                                    Brian Tracy 

Mrs Dôs Brain Teaser 

Only a couple of entries were placed in the box this week.  Is this challenge too hard for you? 

Two mothers and two daughters went out to eat, everyone ate one burger, 

yet only three burgers were eaten in all.  

How is this possible?  

All entries must be written (donôt forget to include your name and grade) and placed in the box before Monday 
morningôs assembly. 

The first 4 correct answers drawn will receive a treat from the treat box.   Good Luck!! 



OFFICE NEWS  

   

TERM 4 LEVIES  

All  grades have received their student Term 4 levy notices.  

Grades Prep  $19.50, Grades 1/2    $22.50, Grade 3/4  $16.50 

Grades 5    $20.50 , Grade 6 $30.50 

Please add a $20.00 deposit to your childõs levy if you wish for them to 

participate in the Swimming Program.  

SCHOOL PRODUCTION NEWS  

Professional photos of the production are now on display in the office foyer.  

Order forms will be on a table near the photos, if you wish to purchase them.  

Professional DVDsõ will also be available for purchase. Order forms for these will go out to 

students on Friday.  

PRICES:  

DVD ð Approx. $25.00 for each night or $30.00 for both nights.  

PHOTOS ñ Approx $12.00 (7x5ó) $25.00 (10x8ó) 

5/6 ROCK BAND  



Dear Parents & Friends of Tecoma Primary School  

Now that the School Production is behind us come and let your hair down 

at an evening with other parents and friends.  

This will be held on Saturday October 24th with  

 ôóThe Bordererõsó performing 

 The evening kicks off at 8pm and tickets are $20 -

available at the office ( tickets sales at the door till 

8.30pm )   

BYOñDrinks & Nibbles  

Please see the invitation in this newsletter and get your 

tickets now.  

  Hope to see you there!!! 

STUDENT VSN NUMBER  

Introduction of the Victorian Student Number  

Our school is working with the Department of Education and Early Childhood Development 

to allocate a Victorian Student Number (VSN) to each student at the school.  

 

The VSN is a student identification number that is being assigned to all students in 

government and non -government schools, and students in Vocational Education and 

Training Institutions.  The number, which is unique to each student, will be used as a key 

identifier on a studentõs school records, and will remain with the student throughout his or 

her education, until reaching the age of 25.  The VSN is nine digits long, randomly assigned, 

and tied to stable information about the student (name, gender, date of birth).  

 

The introduction of the Victorian Student Number will  provide the capability to accurately 

detect patterns of student movement through, and departure from, the Victorian education 

and training system.  It will greatly improve the collection and analysis of timely and 

accurate data about education in Victoria.  The Department collects information to track 

improvements made to the education system, identify areas that require further 

improvement, and to analyse trends and identify future needs.  The VSN will improve the 

accuracy, reliability and completeness of this information, providing a better basis for 

assessing needs and developing policies to meet them.  

 

You will see the VSN appear on student report cards, enrolment confirmations, and exit 

confirmations.  

 

If you want to know more about the VSN please see  

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/management/governance/vsn/overview/htm.  



TRIVIA CHALLENGE 

 

Each year the Epilepsy Foundation of Victoria conduct a Trivia Challenge for Years 3,4,5 and 6 stu-
dents.  Children formed teams of 4 and competed against other teams within the school and 24,000 stu-
dents from across the state.   This year a Tecoma team from each year level made it to the online semi-
final and  3 teams progressed to the Grand Final that was held at Monash University on Sunday October 
18th. 

  

The 3 teams that made it to the Grand Final were in the top 30 for the state for their year level. A fantas-
tic effort. 

  

Year 3 -  Angus B, Jamie W, Sam C, Miles K  

Year 4 - Michael C, Casey G, Aaron S, Oscar K 

Year 6 - Keenan K, Xavier K, Patrick T, Alex L 

  

Aviv D (Year 3) and Tom A (Year 6) were also members but unfortunately both were away for the day of 
the Grand Final. 

  

Congratulations to them all for a wonderful achievement and raising money for the treatment 
of Epilepsy.  Thanks to their parents who supported them on the day. The boys will be presented with a 
certificate at assembly next week. 

  

Trevor Wilson 

Years 5/6 Support Teacher 

Congratulations to our District Champs!!  

 

Well done to our All Star girls volleyball team for winning their way into the zone 

finals. The girls displayed terrific teamwork and determination to defeat a very 

competitive team from Upwey South 15 ð 7 and 15 -5. Thank you to the parents and 

staff who supported on the day and a special thank you to Bendigo Bank for spon-

soring our volleyball program.  

HELPERS NEEDED!!!!  

TO COLLECT  FRUIT FROM GET FRESH IN 

BORONIA ON A WEDNESDAY  

IF YOU CAN HELP PLEASE SEE KATHY 

PERUSHYN(3/4 Teacher) OR THE OFFICE.  

THANKYOU  


