
Dates to Remember 

 
8th May 

¶ Mothers Day Stall 
15th May 

¶ Cross Country 
 
EDUCATION WEEK 
18th May 

¶ Dads/Mates/Parents 
Breakfast 

 19th May 

¶ Footy Lunch Day 
20th May 

¶ Open Night 

¶ 5/6ôs Hooptime 
21st May 

¶ Open Day 
22ND May 

¶ Teachers Vôs 
Students 
Newcombe Match 

 
27th May 

¶ 3/4ôs Hooptime 
 
 

From Principal  

7th May, 2009 

SCHOOL VALUES 

Respect   

 Integrity 

 Community 

 Creativity/Innovation 

 Learning 

 Personal Best 

PREP 2010: 

On Wednesday night, we ran a Parent Information night for 
prospective prep parents in 2010. We highlighted the programs 
we run at the school and we spoke about issues regarding 
preparing both the children and the parents on the transition 
over to primary school. 

We had approximately 30 parents attend the evening and many 
have requested tours as a result of the evening. We are getting 
a very positive response from parents on tours and we are 
looking at having strong numbers again for 2010. Tours are 
running every Friday morning at 9.30am (booking essential) 
from the office but we also are happy to run tours at any other 
time. 

Schools across the Upwey District request that students for 
prep 2010 are enrolled by the end of August. This helps us and 
other schools plan for any staffing or building redevelopments 
that might be needed.  

Please, if you or someone you know are wanting to enrol your 
child in Tecoma Primary School, now is the time you should be 
thinking about doing so.  

 

GIRLS NIGHT OUT FOR RELIEF: 

For obvious reasons, I was not present last Friday night but 
from all reports it sounds like the ñGirls night out for Reliefò was 
an outstanding success and a really fun night. A huge thank 
you needs to go to all the organisers but the ñManaging 
Directorò of the evening was Mrs Maree Paterson who was 
tireless in the effort that she put in. Mrs Paterson and her 
committee are still counting up the final profit but it looks close 
to $3000 which will be equally shared between the Belgrave 
CFA, the Upwey CFA and the Red Cross Bushfire Appeal. 
What a fantastic effort. Thank you to all the ladies that attended 
for a great cause and of course Mrs Paterson and her merry 
band of helpers. 
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EDUCATION WEEK  

We are busily gearing ourselves up for Education week.  

Highlights of our week include: 

¶ On Monday May 18, we have the Dads/Mates/Parents breakfast beginning at 7.30 am 
with a cereal/sausage sizzle breakfast.  We will follow this with school assembly and then a 
performance by the school rock band. 

¶ On Tuesday May 19, we are having footy day. All children are encouraged to attend 
school in their favourite teams colours. We will have activities run by our student leadership 
team for junior school (prep-2) from 10-11, followed by senior school activities (11.30-12.30). 
We will then have our footy parade on the top basketball court at 12.30 pm followed by lunch 
at 1pm. A special footy lunch order form has gone home today. Hawthorn footballers will be in 
attendance for a clinic on our oval from 1.30-3.30 pm. 

¶ On Wednesday May 20, night we have open night. We begin at 6.00 pm with musical 
performances followed by activities in open classrooms and we round out the night with more 
musical performances. All are welcome to attend. A school tour for prospective parents 

will leave the office at 6.25pm. 

¶ On Thursday May 21 is Open Day. This kicks off with the junior school concert in at 11.30 
am followed by open classrooms and then grandparents and special friends picnic lunch at 
1.15 pm. We have informed the Fish and Chip shop and the bakery of the expected extra 
business if that is your desired choice of food. A tour of the school will leave the office at 
9.30am 

Finally on Friday May 22 at 11.30, the teachers have challenged the level 4 students in a 
Newcombe match on the basketball courts. 

Well there it is, a week full of activity and excitement. We would love to see you up at the 
school, at some stage during the week. See you then!   

 

SCHOOL PRODUCTION 

Mark this one in your diary. We have booked the Karralyka Centre in Ringwood for our School 
Production. We will be having an evening session on Thursday September 17 with a matinee 
session the following day on Friday September 18. This is the last 2 days of term 3. 

 

NAPLAN TESTING 

Just a reminder that students in grades 3 and 5 will next week undergo testing in the new 
National Testing Program ( NAPLAN) for literacy and numeracy. The results will provide 
diagnostic information for parents and teachers about a childôs performance in literacy and 
numeracy.  This information can be used to support teaching and learning programs and 
improve student achievement.  

This testing will occur on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday next week. Might be a good 
time to avoid late nights leading up to this so the children will be able to perform at their best! 

 

 



AUSTRALIAN EARLY DEVELOPMENT INDEX ï A SNAPSHOT OF CHILDREN IN 

OUR COMMUNITY  

Between May and July this year, schools around Australia are taking part in a nation-wide 
program called the Australian Early Development Index (AEDI). 
The AEDI looks at how young children are developing in the years before they begin 
school.  As part of the AEDI, schools around Australia will be collecting information on 
children in their first year of school.   
This will involve teachers completing an online óchecklistô ï like a survey or questionnaire 
ï for every child in their class.   
Summary results of the AEDI checklists will be available for communities based on whole 
groups of children in a way that means no one will be able to identify individual children. 
The findings will provide communities with a snapshot of young childrenôs 
development.  This will help communities understand how their children are developing 
and where improvements can be made to give children the best start in life.   
Prep Parents yesterday received more information about our schoolôs involvement in the 
AEDI.  You can find out more about the AEDI at www.aedi.org.au <http://
www.aedi.org.au>   

 

MOTHERS DAY STALL 

Big thank you to our PFA who are running the Mothers Day stall tomorrow. If previous 
years are anything to go by, shopping will be at a frenzy which is a good sign for you 
mums out there. Items range from between $1 and $5. Look forward to seeing all the 
bargain hunters out in force tomorrow. 

 

THIS WEEK AT ASSEMBLY: 

We: 

- handed out student of the week awards. 

- solved Mrs Doubleôs brainteaser. 

- heard from Mrs Paterson who organised the ñGirls night out for reliefò evening  

- invited some special achievement children up to the microphone. Please remember, that 
if your child has achieved something in the past month (and weôd love to see children who 
have achieved something apart from sport) and has some evidence to show, weôd love to 
see them come up and tell us.  Itôs not stories from the weekend or show and tell! Itôs 
achievements! 

Have a great weekend and Happy Mothers Day to all you wonderful mothers out there. I 
am sure you will be well looked after and spoiled rotten this Sunday. Make sure you lap it 
up. Enjoy! 

 

Rohan Thompson 

Principal 

http://www.aedi.org.au/
http://www.aedi.org.au/


FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

Sorry, but this week I have to a have a bit of a grumble.   

There are a small number of our parents who are continuing to make things difficult for the parents whose 
children attend the Tecoma Preschool.   

As I have mentioned in the Newsletter before, the Preschool parking, off McNicol Road, is for the use of 
Preschool parents who are dropping off and collecting their children from the Preschool.    It is also quite 
upsetting to hear that parents are abusing each other over the use of this carpark. 

PARENTS OF TECOMA PRIMARY SCHOOL STUDENTS SHOULD NOT BE USING THIS CAR PARK 
AT ALL! 

Parents who park in here are endangering the lives of the preschool children and their parents, so before 
a child is seriously injured I have taken steps to contact the Shire Offices to ask them to patrol the area. 

 

PLEASE BE WARNED...IF YOU PARK IN THE PRESCHOOL CARPARK AND YOU DO NOT HAVE A 
CHILD ATTENDING THE PRESCHOOL YOU WILL BE BOOKED! 

Please think safe! 

Di Double 

  
Quote of the week: 

 

ñVision without action is merely a dream.   

Action without vision just passes the time.   

Vision with action can change the world.ò 

 

Joel A Baker 

 

Mrs Dôs Brain Teaser 

 

Well done to Cameron (yet again), Rhiannon, Mikey, Abby J, Emily B, Jasmine, Emi, Brendan J and Jack-
son T who got the answer correct this week. 

 

A man was outside taking a walk, when it started to rain. The man didn't have an umbrella and he wasn't 
wearing a hat. His clothes got soaked, yet not a single hair on his head got wet. How could this happen? 

The man was bald! 

Do you know the answer to this question? 

What can you catch but not throw?  

All entries must be written (donôt forget to include your name and grade) and placed in the box before 
Monday morningôs assembly. 

The first 3 correct answers drawn will receive a treat from the treat box. 

 

Good luck! 



 

UNIFORM SHOP NEWS:  

Hours for our uniform shop are:  

Mondays 8.30am -9.00am  

Thursdays 3.15pm -3.45pm 

 

 

Please Note:  We have replaced our Bootlegs Pants with a Better Quality Pant, 

therefore the new price will be $23.00.  

LEVIES  

There are still several families with Term 1 Levies outstanding ñ

Could you please pay at the office as Term 2 levies have been sent 

out. Thanks.  

TERM 1                                                           TERM 2  

¶ PREP $17.00                                          PREP  $20.50  

¶ GRADE 1/2 $17.00                                 GRADE 1/2 $ 15.00  

¶ GRADE 3/4 $20.50                                 GRADE 3/4 $ 24.50  

¶ GRADE 5/6 $20.50                                 GRADE 5/6  TBA  

 

PLEASE RETURN YOUR PERMISSION SLIPS PROMPTLY ALONG WITH 

PAYMENT OF LEVIES, AS YOUR CHILD MAY NOT BE ABLE TO ATTEND THE 

EXCURSION IF THIS IS NOT DONE ñWE ARE STILL CHASING UP 

PERMISSION SLIPS ON THE DAY OF EXCURSIONS.  IF YOU HAVE ANY 

DIFFICULTIES PAYING YOUR LEVIES PLEASE FEEL FREE TO CONTACT 

THE OFFICE TO MAKE ANOTHER ARRANGEMENT.  THANKYOU  

 

OFFICE NEWS  

ALL STUDENTS PLEASE LABEL YOUR UNIFORMS  

We are finding lots of pieces are being handed in to the office. If they are not claimed they 

will go into lost property or second hand uniform ñIf anyone has seen Marcus Starowõs 

Grade 6 Bomber Jacket could you please return it to him or the office, Thankyou  



                                                     www.scholastic.com.au 

You are invited to:  

 

 

 

 

                                                                 

 

 

Our Book Fair is a special event that celebrates 

books and reading where children, parents, 

teachers and community members can purchase 

quality books while raising funds for our school.  

 

                           

DATE :  25th & 26th May  

TIME: 3 -00pmñ5.00pm(MON)  

             9.00am ñ11.00am(TUES)  

VENUE: School Library  

 

 

 

SCHOLASTIC  

BOOK FAIRS  



PRINCIPALõS READING CHALLENGE 

At Tecoma this year we are undertaking The Principalõs Reading 

Challenge . You may be aware that over the last few years we have 

supported the Premierõs Reading Challenge; approximately 20 children 

participated in this worthwhile activity last year.  

We are hoping to raise the profile of this worthy challenge and have many 

more children participate this year.  

This challenge can be run in conjunction with the reading that you share 

as a family and so is not really òan extraó. You will be asked to record the 

books your children read on the provided record sheet and record you 

signature when the book has been completed. We plan to run the 

challenge over term two and term three, setting similar goals to the 

Premierõs Reading Challenge ie. 30 books for prep to grade 2 children and 

15 books for grade 3 to grade 6 children.  

In junior grades you may include books that you read to your children. 

Many children in the senior grades still have parents read to them, 

especially popular series like Harry Potter, these can also be included on 

the record sheet too.  

Our aim is to demonstrate how valuable and enjoyable reading is when 

done alone or when shared with others. We hope that you will support us 

in our endeavour to raise the profile of reading as a leisure time activity.  

We hope to get our Principalõs Reading Challenge up and running 

early in Term 2. Books that are read over the holidays can be included!  

Look out for the Principalõs Reading Challenge Record Sheet  that 

will come home in the first week of Term 2.  

HAPPY READING!  

Sylvia Graham & Helen Ireland  

 

THANKYOU  

A huge thanks to Esther Kelly for all her help with  covering our new 

library books.  You time and help is greatly appreciated  



MOTHERS DAY STALL FRIDAY 8TH MAY  

 

 

 

 
 

Donõt forget that special person on Mothersõ Dayé Lots of great gift ideas 
ranging in price from $1.00 to $5.00. To be held in the 3/4 area.  

FOOTY DAY  TUESDAY 19TH MAY 

Come along and dress in your favourite team colours. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Footy Day Lunch orders are being sent home today, please fill them out & 
return NO LATER THAN FRIDAY TH MAY. 

OSHC NEWS  

Once again we have passed Accreditation  

Congratulations and well done!!  

Thanks go to Zara, Emily O & Emily J  

 



COMMUNITY NEWS  

 

MAKE YOUR CHILDS PARTY SPECIAL...  

Face Painting, Animal Balloons, Temporary Tattoos, Costume Party..  

I can cater to all your party needs and childsõ birthday wishes. 

A certified make -up artist I only use hypoallergenic face paints 

made from aloe, chamomile and natural oils.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION  

Call Carol on  

0420354648  

CHILDRENS SOY CANDLE AMKING PARTIES  

¶ Easy to follow instructions  

¶ Easy Cleanup, Fun, Safe 

¶ Each child takes home the candle they created  

¶ Testimonials provided  

¶ 415.00 PER HEAD 

¶ 03 973 79741  

¶ EQUIRIES@LOTSASCENTS.COM.AU  

¶ Www.lotsascents.com.au 

Well 

Done 

Girls!!  


